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The short versioné

We all strive for resilient communities. Extreme weather events and changing weather 
conditions are challenging the way we are used to manage and protect our 
communities and itôs assets.

We need better data, innovative tools & projects, better guidelines, more fundsé

One of the most fundamental needs is a adaptive governance: are we ready to cope with 
the challenges ahead and the uncertainty that comes with them?

The Dutch success on water management is largely based on good governance and the 
willingness to recalibrate to face new challenges.







National Framework in place

>1953: óNever Againô. Legal framework 
provides national safety norms, clear 
division of responsibilities and funding.

Risk based approach : safety standards 
(1/1,250 to 1/10,000) are based on 
potential casualties/damage

Uniform use of methods and cost -benefit 
analysis enabled long term investment

Focus on reducing risk by shortening and 
fortifying the coastline






