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ASBPA Update

Nicole Elko, Ph.D.
Science Director, American Shore & Beach 
Preservation Association (ASBPA)



97 Years of Science-Based Advocacy

“The scientific studies of the NRC…contributed largely 
to the creation of the ASBPA.”

Courtesy: Dr. Lesley Ewing
ASBPA is open and inclusive!



https://asbpa.org/ 



ASBPA

Upcoming Conference 
ASBPA’s 2023 National Coastal Conference

“Anchors Aweigh: Revolutionary 

Times for Coastal Habitats”

October 10-13 - Providence, Rhode Island

Abstracts Due: June 1

Register: www.asbpa.org

Award Nominations & Poster Abstracts Due: August 1

http://www.asbpa.org/
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• Delray Beach, Florida
• Zuma Beach, California

International Jury awarded the 
first sites in the continental US!

New assessments open

2023 Blue Flag USA Summer Series

https://blueflag.us/ blueflagusa@asbpa.org

https://blueflag.us/
mailto:blueflagusa@asbpa.org


Government Affairs and Policy
2023 Legislative & 
Federal Agency Agenda 
for Coastal Resilience

1. Policy
2. Investment
3. Implementation
4. Strengthen support
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Research

Science & Technology

Sediment

Coastal Flooding
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U.S. Sediment Placement 
Regulations 

Sediment as a Resource for Coastal Resilience

National Beach 
Nourishment Database

Offshore Sediment 
Resources Use Conflicts
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A Century of U.S. Beach Nourishment

Elko, N., Briggs, T.R., Benedet, L., Robertson, W., Thomson, G., Webb, B.M., Garvey, K., 2021. A Century of U.S. Beach Nourishment. Ocean 
& Coastal Management, 199(2021) 105406, ISSN 0964-5691, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ocecoaman.2020.105406

Nearly 3,600 events

https://asbpa.org/national-beach-nourishment-database/

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ocecoaman.2020.105406
https://asbpa.org/national-beach-nourishment-database/


Demand for Sand and Energy
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Elko et al., 2021.

U.S. Primary Energy Production: 1950-2020



Industry-Recommended Buffers
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o Buffers – The CSRIC submarine cable working group*  
recommends:

o For water depths up to 75 meters, a separation 
distance of 500 meters (on both sides of cable)

o BOEM uses buffers and available data (e.g., sand 
thickness) to 

o assess the impacts of proposed renewable energy 
export cables on potential sand resource areas (e.g., 
calculate volume of sand that may become 
inaccessible),

o mitigate conflicts, &

o inform siting of proposed cables.

Anchorage 
Area

Proposed cable 
& 500 m buffer

Sand resource area 
showing sand thickness 
data

* The Communications, Security, Reliability and Interoperability Council IV 
(FCC, BOEM, FERC, industry reps)



Potential consequence of hypothetical conflict
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4 km

1 km

1 km

Typical BOEM MMS lease 
(1,000 acre borrow area):

8,000,000 cubic yards

Submarine cable buffer
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• National and regional summaries

• 35 Coastal State and Territory Profiles
• Regulatory information for BUDM and sediment 

placement.

• 14 Case Studies
• Successful approaches partners have taken to 

increase BUDM. 

• 60 State and Federal 

Recommendations on:
o Policy and regulation,

o Interagency collaboration,

o Funding,

o Project development, and

o Research needs.

50 subject matter expert interviews
7 regional workshops
250+ state/federal coastal managers
25 presentations on BUDM successes
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S.E. Coastal Communities’ Water Level Network
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https://www.hohonu.io/



https://www.hohonu.io/





US Coastal Research Program

A Large-Scale Community Storm Processes Field Experiment
The During Nearshore Event Experiment (DUNEX) Overview Reference Report

Mary A. Cialone, Jessamin A. Straub, Britt Raubenheimer, Jenna A. Brown, Katherine L. Brodie, Nicole Elko, Patrick J.

Dickhudt, Michael F. Forte, Stephen R. DeLoach, Hilary F. Stockdon, and Julie D. Rosati

March 2023
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13 (!) regional aerial imagery surveys – 9/2019 – 6/2022



Get Involved!
Join an ASBPA committee

3rd week of each month
2pm, Zoom

S&T
Tuesdays

Nicole.Elko@asbpa.org

Next: May 16, 2023

Science & Technology

GA
Thursdays

managing@asbpa.org

Next: May 18, 2023
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https://asbpa.org/get-involved/

mailto:Nicole.Elko@asbpa.org
mailto:managing@asbpa.org
https://asbpa.org/get-involved/


nicole.elko@asbpa.org https://asbpa.org/ 

mailto:nicole.elko@asbpa.org
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