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Sector North Carolina



Waterways Management

Assets

• 3 Aids to Navigation Teams 

(Maintenance)

• CGC SMILAX (Pilings)

• CGC MAPLE 

(Offshore/Major Aids)

Challenges

• Constant shoaling / shifts

• Determining good water 

around shallow water inlets



ATON Changes Cape 

Fear River
• New Local Notice to Marine 

System

• https://www.navcen.uscg.

gov/msi

• Marine Events, Safety 

Zones, and Security 

Zones

• Cape Fear River Lighted 

Buoy 34, located north of 

MOTSU near Snow’s Cut. 

• Cape Fear River Entrance 

Lighted Whistle Buoy CF 

Aids to Navigation (ATON) Update

https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/msi
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/msi


Supporting Waterways Projects

Projects

• Dredging, marine events, bridge 

maintenance, DoD movements, etc. 

Discussions

• Key stakeholders evaluate waterway 

impacts, concerns, & logistics  

Actions

• Waterway closures, Safety/Security 

Zones

• Temporary aids, remarking, removals

• Cutter/Station/Aux support, Patrol 

Commanders

• Vessel inspections, worksite 

determinations

• Radio broadcasts, publish bulletins



North Carolina Marine Events

Purpose

• Safety

• Awareness

Process

• Form CG-4223

• Risk assessment

• Stakeholder engagement

• Environmental review

• Limited Access Area

• Coast Guard Assets

• Permit or no permit letter



Hurricanes & Heavy Weather

Waterway Closure

• Gale force winds

• Frying Pan Shoals 

• Beaufort Inlet Channel Sea 

Buoy

• Stakeholder discussions

• PORTCONs

Reconstitution

• Shoaling

• Debris

• ATON Verification 



Decommissioning of Homeport



Decommissioning of Homeport



Decommissioning of Homeport



Search and Rescue Hoax Caller

Safety

• 266 SAR cases

• 87 lives saved

• 437 lives assisted

• $12M property 

assisted/saved

• 775 vessel inspections

Hoax Calls

• Started Dec 21, 2024, at 

least 7 calls have been 

transmitted over VHF 

Channel 16



Background

• Established December 2024

• First meeting conducted May 

1, 2025

• Led by a group of maritime 

professionals with non-voting 

Federal partners including 

USCG, USACE, and NOAA

Purpose

• Focused on safety, 

deconfliction, and mitigation

Contact

• WilmingtonHSC@gmail.com

Harbor Safety Committee



Sector North Carolina

24/7 Command Center: 833-732-8628

                                       Thank you!  

General Waterways Questions (Desk 

Phone): 919-648-3742

Marine Event Applications: Email to 

NCMarineEvents@uscg.mil
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