
Mandatory Harvest Reporting



Where did this come from?

Session Law 2023-137
Section 6
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Who Must Report?

• “Any person” who recreationally harvests:
•Red Drum
•Flounder
•Spotted Seatrout
•Striped Bass
•Weakfish

•From Coastal, Joint, or Inland Fishing Waters 
adjacent to Coastal or Joint Fishing Waters
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What must be reported?

•Recreational anglers will be requirements to report:
•Fishing license number, or first and last name 

and zip code of residence
•Date of harvest
•Number of each of the five species caught and 

kept
•Area where the fish were harvested
• Type of gear used
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When does this start?

•December 1, 2025: verbal warning

•December 1, 2026: warning ticket 

•December 1, 2027: infraction with a $35 fine
• Infractions count towards license and permit 

suspension
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How will anglers report?

Two Phases
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Long-Term Phase

Still simple and user-friendly, but can 

offer more advanced functionality 

that potentially will be useful for 

fishermen and managers

Initial Phase

Simple and user-friendly, provides 

only the functionality necessary to 

meet the requirements of the 

legislation



Mandatory Harvest Reporting Tools

https://deq.nc.gov/harvest-reporting-form

Initial Phase
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Online Webform

https://deq.nc.gov/harvest-reporting-form


Mandatory Harvest Reporting Tools

Available from the Division of Marine Fisheries

Initial Phase
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How to get the word out?
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How to get the word out?
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How can we help you?
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Contact Info
Jesse Bissette

Marine Fisheries Commission Liaison

(252) 515-5530

Jesse.Bissette@deq.nc.gov

Brandi Salmon

License and Statistics Section Chief

(252) 725-9202

Brandi.Salmon@deq.nc.gov

Patricia Smith

Public Information Officer

(252) 342-0642

Tricia.Smith@deq.nc.gov
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